Dear Parents/Guardians of VISTA Students:
Welcome to the VISTA Medical Detective Rotation.  The purpose of this exciting rotation is to develop students’ analytical skills, evidence-based reasoning, oral and written communication, teamwork, project management, and to use the science of biology in a way in which professionals use it for real life needs.  Students will also have a chance to experience what homicide/suicide investigators and medical examiners do in their day-to-day work.  
In their work on the cases in this rotation, students will perform common types of forensic examinations, which may be difficult for sensitive viewers.  Students will be required to examine closely graphic images, such as actual crime scene photographs, close-ups of a corpse, a bullet wound, cross sections of organs, and tissue slides. The rotation also contains some graphic images students are not required to view, such as a walkthrough of the typical autopsy process.  All materials that are not required viewing are clearly marked.  

The developers of the rotation materials have worked to ensure that the images included in this rotation are not unnecessarily sensational or disturbing, but they are real and may be difficult for some students to see.  For this reason, we suggest mentors of this rotation (who are not themselves the parents/guardians of the students) require parent/guardian approval for students to participate.  
Parents may wish to discuss with their children questions and concerns their children may develop as they work through the tasks in this rotation.

Please sign and return this letter to your child’s rotation mentor.  
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